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Dr. Fridtjof Nansen, in an article in The Geographical Journal 
(November, page 470), makes the statement: 

"The northward extension of Greenland and its islands has 
been settled by Peary, new northern lands of the American Arctic 
Archipelago have been explored by Sverdrup, the northward and 
westward extension of the Franz Josef archipelago has been settled 
by the Fram expedition, by Jackson, and by the Duke of the Abruzzi ; 
the small extension of Bennett island was discovered by Baron Toll. 
There is, in fact, no known land in the north whose northern coasts 
are not now explored." 

Dr. Nansen's map, accompanying his paper, shows all the un- 
known region of the Arctic tinted off as if it were an ocean where 
soundings had been taken everywhere. He appears to think that 
there is no land in the area west of Grant Land, Axel Heiberg 
Land, and Prince Patrick Land ; and he theorizes, apparently, to the 
effect that there is no unknown land remaining to be discovered, 
and that Mr. R. A. Harris' suggestion of a possible land in the un- 
known part of the Arctic is all wrong. 

But American geographers, at least, know — even if others appa- 
rently do not as yet — that there is land in the region west of Axel 
Heiberg Land and Grant Land; namely, Crocker Land, discovered 
by the greatest of Arctic explorers and the greatest of sledgers, 
Robert E. Peary, who marks it on his map in Nearest the Pole as 
lying in about north latitude 82 deg. 30 min.=83 deg. 20 min., and 
west longitude 103 deg.=io5 deg. 

Commander Peary writes on June 24th that from an altitude of 
about 2,000 feet on the west coast of Grant Land (Nearest the 
Pole, page 202) : 

"Northwest it was with a thrill that my glasses revealed the faint 
white summits of a distant land which my Eskimos claimed to 
have seen as we came along from the last camp." 

And further on June 28th (page 207) : 

"The clear day greatly favored my work in taking a round of 
angles, and with the glasses I could make out, apparently a little 
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740 Crocker Land. 

more distinctly, the snow-clad summits of the distant land in the 
northwest, above the ice horizon. 

"My heart leaped the intervening miles of ice as I looked long- 
ingly at this land, and in fancy I trod its shores and climbed its 
summits, even though I knew that that pleasure could only be for 
another in another season." 

Of the northern, western and southern extensions of Crocker 
Land we know nothing, and, as far as any one can say at present, 
it may cover a considerable area. At any rate, its discovery is a 
direct proof in favour of Mr. Harris' theory, and against Dr. Nan- 
sen's theory. But the first traveller who explores Crocker Land 
will, perhaps,, completely change all present notions on the unknown 
Arctic. 
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Agricultural Development in Rhodesia. — We have received from the 
Rhodesian Agricultural Union a report of the Proceedings of the Third Annual 
Farmers' Congress, held at Gwelo in June last year. It appears from Mr. 
G. M. Odium's paper on "The Status of Rhodesian Agriculture" that the pioneers, 
sixteen years ago, did not think of tilling the soil, but sought only for minerals. 
Many did not find the wealth they were seeking, and some tried to earn a 
living by farming. Their experiences did not , encourage others to settle on the 
land. Cattle died mysteriously, crops failed, markets were limited, transporta- 
tion was dear, and the cost of machinery was excessive. But gradually men 
learned how to conduct farming, railroads came in, and cattle increased rapidly. 

The period of pure experimentation has ended, and the opinion is now 
general that no other enterprise in Rhodesia will yield so good a return as a 
properly-developed farm. There are now about i.ooo farmers, only about i^4 
per cent, of whom have failed to establish themselves on a basis of complete 
self-support and the gradual accumulation of a small capital. About 48,000,000 
acres are said to be available for agriculture or stock-raising. 

Much of this region is nearer the Equator than the south end of Florida. 
The high elevation of the plateau above the sea, thus ameliorating the climatic 
conditions, is the chief geographical factor in fitting the land for occupancy by 
white farmers. 

Forecasting the Nile Floods. — In his Report on the work of the Survey 
Department, Egypt, in 1906, Captain H. G. Lyons, Director General, says that, 
from February onwards, telegraphic reports of the rainfall were obtained from 
British Central Africa, German East Africa, British East Africa and Uganda, as 
well as from Mauritius, in order to trace the gradual advance of the monsoon 
rains. By means of these data and other meteorological information, collected in 
Egypt and the Sudan, and that which was supplied by the Meteorological De- 



